IO6       EXPLORATION  AND  DEFINITIONS

The benefit of this exercise is three-fold: (i) it compels us to
face our responsibilityj no one can judge for us; so we must
train ourselves to be competent judges; (2) it makes us realize
that literature is not severed from the life around us; (3) it
makes us realize also that our taste, like our personality, is not
a rigid set of dogmas, but a sensitive organism. It should grow
with us, and never be allowed to become fossilized.

A Note on Bad Taste

Good taste is the sense of fitness; bad taste is unfitness.
Kitsch^ to borrow a convenient term from German slang, is fre~
tentiousnessy a discrepancy between professed intentions and
means; particularly a dishonest attempt to achieve pseudo-
artistic results through a non-artistic appeal. For instance, a vul-
gar display of wealth, strength, cleverness, virtue, meant to
impress the naive. We submit a tentative list of genuine quali-
ties, with their translation into Kitsch.